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The records of the YMCA of the USA, located in the Kautz Family YMCA Archives in the Elmer

L. Anderson Library at the University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, is a treasure trove of

unexplored information regarding American social welfare activities during the First World War.

This collection contains material from 1617 to the present, with the emphasis on materials from

the founding of the Young Men's Christian Association in 1844 to the 1960's. This material

spans the globe, reflecting the international membership of the World's Alliance and the

missionary objectives of the organization. The American YMCA archives include an extensive

biographical database containing the records of Association secretaries as well as an

impressive photograph collection (over 75,000 photographs). The archives include

organizational records and files; photographs, postcards, and scrapbooks; films, videos, and

audio-recordings; posters and broadsides; artifacts; books; and periodicals. Regarding World

War I materials, the collection is roughly divided into two general sections. The Armed Services

Records Collection consists of 144 boxes of materials (59.2 cubic feet) and focuses on

American YMCA support for the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) during the Great War. Its

contents include information cards on most of the 20,000 secretaries who served overseas in

support of Association welfare operations. In addition, this collection contains material from

joint relief operations with the Young Women's Christian Association, the Salvation Army, the

Knights of Columbus, the Young Men's Hebrew Association, and the American Library

Association for AEF troops. The second general collection focuses on the foreign work of the

International Committee of the North American YMCA. The International Division Collection

files are arranged by country and this information ranges chronologically from the 1840's to the

present and geographically to include over 90 nations. Files consulted for this work included

materials from Austria, Bulgaria, Egypt, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Italy,

Palestine, Portugal, Romania, Russia, and Turkey. These files consist of personal letters,

annual and quarterly reports, newspaper articles, official correspondence, building deeds,

article submissions, and other unusual materials, in addition to POW inspection reports sent by

WPA Field Secretaries to the International Committee in New York.

The World's Alliance of YMCA's Archives in Geneva, Switzerland is also an important source of

primary material on social welfare activities during World War I. As the headquarters for this

international organization, the World's Alliance archives contain extensive material from

member nations as well as World Committee proceedings. World War I holdings include a wide

range of primary sources from Austria, Bulgaria, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain,

Greece, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Russia, Serbia, Switzerland, and the United States, including

reports from the WPA Field Secretaries working in POW camps. In many ways, the World's

Alliance archives complement the holdings of the American YMCA archives, especially in

terms of reports and correspondence from American secretaries. The World's Alliance,

however, maintains documents from European countries that are no longer readily available to

historians. Most of the German National YMCA records from the First World War were

destroyed during World War II and the only surviving documents are preserved in Geneva. In



addition, the availability of the English National YMCA Council records is very limited due to

archival limitations in London. Some British records are easier to retrieve in the World's Alliance

collection, although the collection is limited primarily to published materials.

Archival collections for the Scandinavian countries for World War I operations can be accessed

through the national archives in Denmark and Sweden. They are available to researchers with

the permission of the Danish YMCA and Swedish YMCA General Secretaries (the

organizations maintain proprietary rights to these collections). Danish YMCA war records are

housed in the Rigsarkivet in Copenhagen and include the minutes of the national committee

meetings during 1917-1919 as well as correspondence from Danish WPA Secretaries in

Central Power and Russian prison camps. World War I records for the Swedish YMCA are

contained in the Riksarkivet in Stockholm, but are limited in scope in comparison to the Danish

YMCA collection in Copenhagen.

Finally, an important source of primary material for American YMCA leadership can be found in

the Yale Divinity School Library Special Collections in New Haven, Connecticut. The personal

papers of John R. Mott are located in Yale's collection of religious leaders' papers (which also

include other YMCA leaders such as Dwight L. Moody and George Sherwood Eddy). Yale

maintains a collection of ninety-three linear feet of Mott material, as well as 110 linear feet of

the Archives of the World Student Christian Federation.
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