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COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE RIOTS AT

S

. . COMMISSION RESUMES ON 14/3/1977 AT PRETORIA.

SOWETO AND OTAER PLACES TN SOUTH AFRICA.

DR. YUTAR: May it please Your Lordship. My Lord, my Learned
Friend Mr. Bizos desires the recall of certain witnesses

iﬁ the order in which they were led. The first one is

Dr. Matlhare who testified in Volume 99, pages 4 717 onwards.
Before my Learned Friend commences his cross-examination I
would like to place on rscord that I have pointed out tomy
Learned Friend that on page 4 727 where Dr. Matlh#re says he
was handing in the speech made by Mrs. Mandela, I pointed out

WHOLE SESSION: 14th MARCH, 1977. ‘ to me Learned Friend that by an oversight that speech was not
handed in as an exhibit and my Learned Friend will decide late:
‘whether he wants it to be handed in or not.

MR. BIZ03: May it please you M'Lord, I appear on behalf of
Mrs. N.W. Mandela and Dr. H. Motlana, the persons to whom
reference was made in fhe absence of my two clients. May I

at the outset say that we are indebted to Your Lordship for th

opportunity to cross—examine these witnesses and I would also

VOLITE 134 like to place on record that we appreciate the fact that the
(Pages 6 491 - 6 292) Secretary of the.Commission, Mr. Jacobs and my Learned Friends

Dr. Yutar and Mr. van Graan, tried their best to smooth over
the difficulties that we almost inevitably.find in preparing
for a matter such as this, such as getting permission for

} _ Mrs. Mandela to come here from Johannesburg where she is re-
- : o j_’jf: stricted and other matters. I thought I would place that on
. ‘ record.

CHAIRMAN:" Mr. Bizos, you appear for Mrs. Mandela and for?

MR. BIZOS: And Dr. Harrison Motlana, TYour Lordship will reca

that he was also mentioned in the.evidence.

AARON MONTQEDI MATLHARE:

CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BIZOS: Dr. Matlhare, I want to take

you back to the two weeks or thereabout prior to the 16th of

June/..
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June, 1976 when the unforturte events in Soweto commenced .
I have had an opportunity of reading your evidence before
His Lordship and I want to ask_you some questions about it.
——— TYes.

Would it be correct to say that you told His Lordship
in broad ocutline that you were a peaceloving man, correct?
- 4ell, I am a peaceloving man, yes.

Please, Dr. Matlhare, gdon't answer questions which I
don't aék. You were during this period a peaceloving man?
——~ During that period, yes.

You were a peaceloving men. A man who believed in doing
things properly through the usual channels, correct? -—- That
is correct.

And that is the impression that you tried to give His
Lordship when you gave evidence in the absence of Mrs. Mandela
and Dr. Motlana., Correct? ---— Well, that is correct whether
the impression I gave him, that was a fact. -

That was a fact, yes. And that you were not in favour

of protest of any sort, is that correct? —--- That is not
correct.
Not correct. Were you in favour of protest? -~ Well,

normal protest, 1 mean like the..usually happen, I mean I am
not-against any type of protest,

Yes. Well you say that you were in favour of protest
during these two weeks, were you? --— Not during this two
weeks.

You were not in favour of protest during these two weeks
jmmediately before the 16th of June, 1976, dr. Matlhare? ---
Well, I wasn't in favour of protest.

You were not in favour of protest. You also told His
Lordship in the absence of Mrs. Mandela and Dr. Motlana, your

colleague/..
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colleague in medicine that you were really misled by Mrs. Mand
who you described as a misﬁhievous woman, correct? —-- Corre
And you realised that you were being misled by this
mischievous woman, you said to His Lordship sometime later
correct? --- Correct.
Correct. And that she quité contrary to your expectati

introduced political matters to use your expreasion, into the

-meeting of the 6th of June? Correct? --- Correct, that is

correct.

Thus your idea of the'meeting of the 6th June wés merely
to deal with the matter ip hand, namely the plight of the
persons who had unfortunately lost their children in the...
what was then known as the Lourenco Marques bus disaster,
correct? --- That is not correct. The other thing, there is
another thing was that we were alsonﬂSgEEEQ—EEBEE_EEEE_fEEEKaa

issue that was also on the agenda.

You were worried about this Afrikaans issue. --- And
that was 6n the agenda, we were discussing that.

Yes. But you were concerned only with matters which
affected parents strictly, so the question of the bus disaster
and the Afrikaans, correct? --- Yes, that is correct.

Correct. And you were not interested that there should
even be discussion at that meeting about the broader aspects ¢
political rights of the Black ﬁeople in South Africa, that was
not your concern? --- That was not our concern at that meet:

That was not your concern at that meeting and 1t was re:
you as the chairman, who really were bluffed gnd the occasion
was abused, correct? That is the impression that you tried +«
give His Lordship, corréct? ~——=- I won't say that ié correct.

Well, didn't you sa& that you and your Committee were
shocked and surprised at this political speech that Mrs. Mand:

made /..
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made? --- Yes, we were quite taken aback,

Taken aback, yes. wa, Dr. Matlhare, it is my sad
duty to suggest to you that you are being untruthful about yourself
never mind about others, --— T don't agree with you.

You don't agree.

CHAIRMAN: One moment please.
MR. BIZOS: If we were to suggest to you that you made what you

would describe as a political speech at that meeting, what would
you say? —--- Well, I wouldn't argue with you.

You wouldn'ts argue with me?
not confine yourself to the question of Afrikaans and the
bus disaster, what would you say? --- Well, I;ll say I confined
myself to the Afrikaans medium in fact and the bus disaster,
the reporting back to the people what we had been doing all the
time.

Yes, and you did not fouch up on any other broader subjects?
——- Well, broadly speaking we did speak about the general plight--
of the parents. '

The general plight of the parents. Now do‘you say that
right up to the time of your detention, Dr. Matlhare, you did (20
not identify yourself with the plight of the Black people
generally? --- Generally I did. '

Yes. And do you say that before your detention you merely
confined yourself to the question of the bus disaster and
Afrikaans? --- Well, I have said that before.

4 Do you say that you confined you:self to Afrikaans and
the bus disaster right up to the time of your detention? ~-—-
Well, I wouldn't say so because. I..(intervenes).

You wouldn't say so? --- After the..up to the time of my
detention now there was a problem of the children getting » (30
buried and all that, the children that had been killed.

Yes/..

And that you yourself did (10
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Yes. --- That was ancther factor added t0..{both
speaking simultaneously).. .

..merely in having proper burials, it was not a general
political issue. Correct? -—- Yes.

So would you say that you remained an apoliticsl person
right up to the time of your detention, Dr. Matlhare? —-— I
won't say so because in fact I did in my statement say I
questioned the presence in the Committee of some political
organisations, and our Chairman explained why they were needed
in the Committee, So I was obviously now..because I_compléineé
that this gives the BPA a political tinge.

I will repeat my question: Did you remain an apolitical
person right up to the time of your detention? -—- Well, I
have never taken up in..been involved in politics ever since,

Do you say that you remained an apolitical person right
up to the time of your detention, Dr. Matlhare? --- I wouldn'{
tie down myself to that.

I will repeat the question just once agaiﬁ with His Lordst

permission: Do you say that you remained an apolitical person
right up to the time of your detention? -— 7T have always beer
apolitical.

An apolitical person. Let us. see what the facts are,

doctor. I want to hand you a cutting from the Rand Daily Mail
of the 9th June, 1976, Dr. Matlhare. Copies are available of
some of these My Lord, we will arrange or perhaps the good offic
of_the Secretary of the .Commission will enable us to have copiles
Stay there, doctor, it will be brought to you.

CHAIRMAN: I think perhaps we had better just make this an
exhibit then it is..

MR. BIZ0S: As Your Lordship pleases. Yes, Your Lordship is

in a hurry...(intervenes).

DR./..
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DR. YUTAR: No, it is 348. iAUIBIT 348. And whilst I am

on my feet might I..I believe my Iearned Friend pointed out
that at the beginning of thi~ witness's evidence we asked

that neither his name or identity be disclomed. That of course
still stands.

CHATIRMAN: I had omitted to say this. Naturally, unless he
congents, the previous order stands.

MR. BIZOS: Yes M'Lord, I may have to address Your Lordship
in relation to that, especially in relation tp this and other
witnesses.

CHAIRMAN: Well, perhaps..(intervenes).

MR. BIZOS: There is a danger in..first of all Mrs. Mandela
and Dr. Motlana and the people in court presumably know who this
witness is. It may well be that..(intervenes).

CHAIRMAN: Well, I think perhaps you had better have a look at
the Regulations which have been promulgated with regard to...
(intervenes).

MR. BIZOS: Well, could I continue, yes. Could we continue ¢
with the cross-examination and then perhaps..

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I will show you..the Regulation.

MR. BIZ0S: As Your Lnrdship pleases.

(To witness): Now, does that purport t; réport vwhat you
said? ——- Yes.' '

It purports to say what you said. Now, wouldvyou mind
reading. it out to His Lordship please? --- "Throughout the.
yearé the Black parents have been left out of matfers affect;ng
his child, educationally and otherwise.."

Perhaps I had better read it. --- ".,but this was.."

Unless you are going to speak up so that His Lordship
and others can héar it. --- I will speak up. "Throughout
the years the Black parent has been left out of matters

affectina/..

(10:
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affecting his child, educati nally and otherwise but this
was one time the parent waé not going to take this lying
down'., These were the remarks .of Dr. Aaron Matlhare when in
his capacity as Chairman he officially launched the Soweto
Parents Association". i think this is incorrect, this was not..
(intervenes).

Read it and we will ask questions about it later. -~-
"Addressing the large gathering at Naledi Hall at the weekend
Dr. Matlhare said the first two years saw the group searching
for an identity. It will be an organisation defined for the
promotion of the welfare of Blacks, especially the parents to
act at the way oui children are forced to be instructed in a
foreign language. We want & just share of the good things of
our own people, particularly our children. We too have the
right to protest when our pleas are ignored or carefully argued

away. Citing the Mozambique bus disaster which claimed the

. lives of 11 high school children including their teacher two

years ago, Dr. Matlhare said that the tragedy opened the eyes
of the Black man. " )

May I have it back please. Is it a fair and accurate
ieport of what you said? --- I don't think that report is fair.

I beg your pardon? -~- I was misguoted, it is not.. -
(intervenes)..it is not accurate.

You.éay you were ﬁisquoted? ~-—~ It wasn't accurate{

it was not acéurate. Well, now you were a leading figure
in public life at that time? This was bn the front page of

the Extra Edition of the Rand Daily Mail, was it not? —-— It

‘was,

Yes, so does that mean that you saw it at the time? ---
No reply.
Does that mean that you saw it at the time? —-- Well, I
didn't/..
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didn't see it at the time..
Then how do you know that it was on the front page of

the Extra Edition of the Rand Daily Mail? --- I saw it during

the afternoon, I saw it during the afternoon.

I see, okay. So you saw it on the day that it was

published but not in the morning but in the afternoon?

|
|

The afternoon, yes. I
I am glad that you draw such fine distinctions, we will 1

get on very well in this case, in this matter, it is not a j
case. Right. Did you then phone the editor, you a man in i
|

|

public life or anybody else and say: Now listen, how dare you

misquote me in this way? --- I didn't.

You did not. Did you know the reporter, Mr. Matwe Lonjane?

——= No, I didn't know him.

Not. Did you take any steps whatsoever to correct this

misrepreéentation that had been made in relation %o what you

had said at this meeting? -——-— Well, I didn’'t take any steps

to try and correct that.
The misrepresentation ? -~-- I didn't take any steps to

try and correct that. (20

Why not? --- Well, I thought it was not ‘necessary to

correct that.

You thought that 1t was not necessary, you the peaceloving
man? Who was only interested in the limited matter of the rights
of pa;ents and Afrikaans, through.official charnels, you thought '

it not neéessary to correct it, right? --- Well, very often

these reports misquote people.

Very often they correct..they quote them correctly -though.
And those who are wrongly quoted from time to time take steps,
especially if they have been misquoted in important matters, to (30

correct it, not so? --- Yes, that is quite right, but I didn't

deem/..
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deem that..(intervenes),. ‘
Ma

¥ I suggest to you that you were correctly quoted

tha i
t you were giving forth that you were the courageous leader
of the Black people of Soweto at that time I ne&e
. . - r

deemed myself as a courageous leader.

But your unfortunate detention has changed your mind apd
that you are being untruthful about yoursgelf -~~ I don't
agree with you at all there.

Yes.

es S0 you say..could you please tell me in what respect

you were misquoted in the Rand Daily Mail of the 9th of June?

in what respect were you misquoted?

CHA : i :
IRMAN: I think perhaps you had better give it to him and
go through it. .

MR. B :
1208: Yes, could you please tell His Lordship..(inter—

venes)

[of MAN:
HATRMAN: Sorry, I hope I am not interfering with your..(inter

venes). : -

}m. BIZOS: No, you are welcome.

CHAIRMAN:
N Because I haven't got one either, so that I..(inter-

venes),

MR. BIZOS: Yes, M'Lord, we tried to make photostatic copies
but it is from the microfilming and it comes out very badly
and illegibly. —_— We were badly represenfed...reported
here where they say? nye want a just share of thé good things
of our own people, rarticularly our children. We have the right
to protest when our pleas are ignored or carefully argued away"
I never said that. » T
- You never sa}d that. Any other respects in which you. are
migsquoted? --- I am misquoted again here where they séy:
"..When he officially launched the Boweto Parents Community

Association,." +there is nothing of that sort

Yes/..
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Yes, what else are you misrepresented about? ——- That's
all. ‘
Now which is the "foreign language" that you refer to,
doctor? --- Excuse me?

Which is the "foreign language" that you vwere referring to?
—--- That is why I say I am misrepresented, that Afrikaans, I
meént Afrikaans,
Well, did you use the expression "foreignilanguage"? ——— i
I never used that expression.
I see. 8So that was also a misquotation? ——- Yes, this (iO
whole paragraph is a misquotation.
The whole paragraph is a misquotation. Yes, right. Now
could we have all the newspaper...(intervenes).
CHATIRIMAN: Which paragraph would this be?
MR. BIZ0OS: The one that says M'Lord, "..our children..".
Could I have that back please? I am so sorry that you haven't
got copies.
CHAIRMAN: No, it is in order.
MR. BIZ0S8: Yes, well perhaps let ue Jjust get clarity in respect
of what you..."Throughout the years the Black parent had been (20
left out of matters affecting his child." » Did you say that
or not? --- That I did say.
"BEducationally and qtherwise", did you say that? --- That
. I did say. -
You did say it. "..but this was one time the parent
was not going to takg this lying down", did you say that? ——-
Yes, I said that and I have got an exﬁlanation why I said that.
"?hese were the remarks of Dr. Aaron Matlhare, when in hisg
'cépacity as Chairman he officially launched the Soweto Parents
Community Association, Addressing a large gathering at MNaledi (30
Hall at the weekend., Dr. Matlhare said that the first two years

saw/. .
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saw the group searching for an identity", did you say that?
—-—- No, sir.
You didn't say that.
CHAIRMAN: The name of the organisation, is that correct?
--— The name of the organisation is incorrect. There is no
organisation like that. Soweto Parénts organisation. There is

no Soweto Parents Community organisation.

MR. BIZOS: Wasn' there a Soweto Parents Association? --- Ye
Yes. So the word "Community" was wrong? --- That's rig

I see yes. All right. It will be an organisation destin
to the...or dedicated to the promotion of the welfare of Blacks
especially the parents”, did you say that? -—-—- Especially
the parents.

Yes, did you say that?

CHAIRMAN: No the whole..I think the whole sentence you.. (inter-
venes),

MR. BIZOS: Yes, "..dedicated to_the promotion of the welfare
of Blacks®, did you say that? --— Yes, I did say that.

Did you say that. Yes. "..especially the parents,." did
you say that? --- No, I didn't..I meant children. ‘

I see, so you say that you onlykmeant children. _"..to act
as a watchdog.." ---~ No, that is a word I never used.

A word you never used. --- No.

"Where - our childreh are forced to be instructed in a
foreign langﬁage“. --—- I never said that.

You never said it. — I said: Instructed in..to learn
in Afrikaans.

You didn't..{intervenes).

CHAIRMAN: ...learn in Afrikaans? --— To be instructed in

Afrikaans. ‘

MR. BIZOS: Now..sorry Your Worship. (Chairman intervenes).
' CHAIRMAN/.,
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CHAIRMAN: No, look do that tecause there has been & clear
distinction in the evidenée of & number of witnesses that
the objection was to the instruction through the medium of
Afrikeans.
MR. BIZOS: The medium of Afrikeans, yes.
CHAIRMAN: Now you say it ig not to be instructed in the language i
of Afrikaans, it ig through the medium of Afrikaans, is that
what you say? --- Not by the instruction of the medium of..
with the medium of Afrikaans.
MR. BIZOS: Then: "We want & just share of the good things (10
for our own people™. ~——= I_didn't say thé.t.
You didn't say that? —-—-— No. !
Well, don't you want or did you not then want a just share
of the good things for our own people? Don't you want a just
share for the Black people? -——- I wouldn't like to commnit
myself on that part.
Why not? ' —.—— Because they are getting...the normal
Black so far is in the process of getting some form of just.:
(intervenes).
No, but do yéu say..you say you 4id not say: We want a just{2(
share of the good things for our own people.’ 1 ask you:
Do you not want a just share of the good things for your own
people? -——= 1 am sure every man wants a just share of..
Yes. Why are you SO sure that you didn't say this? -—-
Well, I am sure I..(intervenes).
If it is the wish of every man? —-— Well,'l am sure I
didn't say that,'x.. ’ ‘
I beg your pardoné —e— I am quite sure I didn't say that.
Well, if it is something that everybody wants, why are
you so sure that you daidn't say it? --—— ‘I am gefinite about 1t (30
Your Lerdship.
You/..
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You didn't say it, ve-.: well. "Particularly our children.
you didn't say that either? -—— Children I did mention.

Yes, but not."..particularly the children", you didn't
mention that. "We too have the right to protest when our pleas
are ignored or carefully argued away", did you say that? --—-
We..can you repeat that again?

Yes; "We tdo, have the right to protest when our pleas

are ignored or carefully argued away". --- Well, yes that I

did say.
You did say that. Now, did you ever phone the editor

of fhe Sunday Times to complain that you were misquoted, the

Sunday Times, as distinct from the Rand Daily Mail? --- Not

of the Rand Daily Mail.

I beg your pardon, the Sunday Times, to protest that you
were misquoted in the Sunday Times?  --- Yes, I phoned a
certain lady I don't know that she was the editor but she was
the one that had written the gtory.

yritten what story? —-- Tt was in fact..this had to'd
in fact it was a story not about me ..(both speaking simultan
1ly)..

YWho is it you phoned and when? -—- It was/%ﬁe.evening
I can't remember the day, and the time...(intervenes).

_ And more or less when? ~-—— It was more or less early
in August. -

Early in August, you phoned whom at the Sunday Times?
~—— A certain lady, I can't remember her name.

Where did you get her name from? -—— She had been -pht
me and she left a message that she would like to speak to me
when I arrive I should phdne her.

Did you ever give an interview? -—— I had never give

an interview before.

You/..



I N S MATLHARE
You had never..did yon zive an interview to anyone

employed by the Sunday Times? —-=-— 1 did not give an interview

to anybody employed by the sunday Times.

Right. ‘
CHAIRMAN: Now this is now prior to the article you say they
were writing about you or did write about you? -—- That was..

First of all: Didlthey write an article about you? -—--

They did write an article about me.

. Did you have an interview with anybody bvefore they wrote
the article about you? --— Before that I had an interview (10

with somebody.

MR. BIZOS: Why did you have an interview with somebody from
the Sunday Times? -—-- Yes, before then.
Before then. -— TYes, I remember now.
Do you remember whether it was a man or a wWoman that
you had an interview with? ——- I cannot remember whether it
Qégua‘ﬁéglofla woman.
You mean to say that you had an interview with somebody*
from the Sunday Times and you don't remember whether it was a
man or a woman? —-— I think it was a woman, I might be wrong. (2
You think it was a woman. Black or White? ---— Well, I

suppose White, she was White.

So you can't remember whether the person thatvyou met from

the Sunday Times wés a man OT & woman or Black or White? : ~—-

Well, you can't say..(intervenes) _
You are not being very careful, are you, being very helpful

are you? =-—— One cannot say over the phone whether one is

White or Black. .
Oh, I beg your pardon, was this not & personal interview?

——— No, it was..(intervenes). (30
Not a personal interview? --- No, it was over the telephone.

Did /..
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Did you never have an: personal interview with anybody
from the Sunday Times? —_ Personally I did have an interviev
with..(intervenes). ‘

With whom? --- That was long..that was before..prior
to that.

When? --—— I think it was some time..(intervenes).

So you have made some terrible allegations against Mrs.
Mandela about what had happened in the middle of the night and
you didn't have any difficulty in remembering them. What is
the difficulty in remembering whether or not you had an interv:
with someone from the Sunday Times or not, a personal intervies
You remembered what happened at 2.30 on a particular morning.
How is it that you don't remember with whom you had an intervie

from the Sunday Times, whether it was Black, White, male or

) female? -— Well, I just can't remember and that is all.

You just can't remember and that is all. Do you rememb
seeing an article in the Sunday Times about you..not rgally
about you, but purporting to set forth what you had said to

the reporter from the Sunday Times? -~~~ That's right, I
remember.
You remember seeing such an article? --- Tes.

After you saw that.article did you protest to anybody?
-—— Yes, I telephoned the Sunday Times.

Who?  ——-- A lady, I think..(intervénes).

Who dié you ask for? --- I asked to speak to...I canno
remember the namé now, exactly the name. '

Who did you ask to speak to and in connection with what?
——- In commection with some story that said I was a political
weakling or something, éome student said I was a political
weakling.

Oh, is that what you phoned about, that you were a polit

wealkling/..
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- 6 e - MATLHARE : : MR. BIZOS: Yes, there had noen difficulties siﬁce before
weakling and this was in Auvsust, ig that correct? When .some | the 16%h. I think that that is...T don't know what,..(inter
of the students accused you of being a political weakling. | CHAIRMAN: Well, that I know, but it is the murders that
—~— That's right. | surprised me.

And that upset you and you phoned the Sunday Times to MR. BIZOS: Well.. (intervenes),
put the record straight, is that what you are saying, doctor? CHATRMAN: However, it doesn't matter.
-~- No reply. MR. BIZ0S: 7Yes, I am instructed that it was the previous
Is that what you are saying? --- Yes, you see that was Wednesday that there were two...whether they were connected
an insult to me. . or not of course...they were on the 9th are my instructions.
Yes, T am sure that to have been called a political "..which include two murders, class boycotts and
weakling in August would..you might have considered an insult. (1c viclence and the burning of a police car is placed

But now was that the only occasion on which you telephoned on Black parents by students who claim their elders

the Sunday Times? ~—-~ That was the only o6ccasion. ' are ignored in their plight in the field of
Right. Now, did you see the Sunday Times of the 13th : education. Students in Soweto declared they had
of June?  This will be exhibit..My Lord might mark them by : had enough. A legal educationalist and school master
number., EXHIBIT 349. Do you remember seeing this article? ‘ Mr. T.W. Khambule, head master of Orlando High has
Don't read it yet, just have g glance at it please and tell | ‘warned that the situation is more serious than most
me whether you rédémbéihéééing-that article. -~ T can't ,just people including the Department of Bantu Education
remember, seemed to realise. Mr. Khambule said: '"Things can't
You can't just remember, Right, could I have it back be dismissed by saying it is agitation.b If some
please?  Now, this was but three days before the unfortunate . (20 politics exist in the total situation, then they
events, when you were watching the newspapers what they said, . musf be removed. .The authorifies must not just
Now, here Mr. Iucas Molete says that..writes the following: ‘ scrape ‘the surface, they must look deeper into the
Perhaps ‘I had better read the whole of 1t so that His Lordship ; . : underlylng causes. We, the people who are looking
can get some of the picture that you were involved in on ‘the - after the students are very worried because we dop‘t
13th of June. v . Igiow when things will blow up. The students must
“The blame' for the recent state of disturbances at not be regarded as children, they know what isg good
Soweto schools which include two murdeis, clasg for them and they are becoming more and more restlegg! .t
SchoﬁE and violence and the..." Do you remember reading this statement made by Mr. Khambule?
CHAIRMAN: When was that, I am sorry? . : --= I do not remember reading that.
MB. BIZ0S: The 13th My Lord. (30 Did you know Mr. Khambule? --- I lmow Mr. Khambule.
CHAIRMAN: The 13th. ! Yes/..

MR./..






