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They told you what to do? —-— Yes.
You yourself did you have any complaints? ~- No.
And you also told me you would like to go back to schooi
as soon as posalble. ~— Yes.

And you regret everything that has happened so far. ——
Yes.

Ts there anything else you would 1ike to tell the Court?
—— No. | o
I have no further ques stions.

MO FURTHER QUESTIONS | (10)

DR YUTAR:- I now eall Rudolf Mandla Matimba and with regard
to him too, I address the same application to Your Lordship'
that neither hia name be disclosed nor hie occupation or -
anything whicthould lead to his jdentification.

CEAIRMAN: Here again the same order is made as in the
previous,cases. There must e no publication of this witness's
name or of his occupation or of any fact which may identify
him or from which he may bevidentified'here.

RUDOLF MANDLA MATIMBA: sworn states:

DR YUTAR: You are a.teacher by profession, aged 26 - (20)

you will. be 26 in pugust of this year. -— Yes.
You . have prepared a statement and yoﬁ.have got it in front
of you. Is that r1ght7i'—— Yes. . |

And you made that statement W1111ngly and you 51gned it,

_; fes.» o U o : __:: L
. And yoa even took the oath. ~-—’Yes.

Now, we will: nof go into all the detalls, we will only
select some of the paragraphs and I thlnk we will start with
paragraph 2, Will you read it out? -~ T am sorry, I think
there is a mistake here. The paragraph reads I did my - (30)

school training at several schools in Soweto, I think there is

a/ees
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® . slight mistake.

What should it be?_—— Qh, I see what it means now.
I did my school training at several schools in Soweto. In
1066 I started with my high school education at Orlando West
High School, where I finished matric in 1970. At Orlando
West High I joined the African Stﬁdents Movement, ASM. This
organisatibn did not take part in any politics.

Next paragraph please. -~ During February, 1971, I started
to work at Schinler ILifts, Booysehs, Johannesbﬁrg. I left
this piace'in September, 1971; to complete my matriculation, (10) .
because of my failﬁre invcértaih subjects the previous year at
school. During February, 1972, T joined further educational
training at Tshiya College, Witsieshoek, where I studied for
my Junior Secondary Teachef's Certificate. I finished my
studies at Witsieshoek at the end of 19732 and obtained the
abovenamed certificate.. Thereafter I returned to Soweto,-
where I started to teach at Thesele Secondarj School, White
City, Jabavu, until June, 1975; I left for Selelekela Secondary

School because the first mentibned school was too far from my

" home and I had.to‘traQel by taxi every day. At present (20)
I am still feaching at the latter school. |
Yow, what SubjeCt'dia-yog teach in? ,; Where? .
-Af the;ééleiekelé'School.’-;;kt Selelekela'I_was feéching
' mathematiCS'in“Forﬁ5l;5;generaljs§iénce-in:FQrm-Q;-_andﬁmmf?,_*m."
agricultﬁfé in Form 3.-- . | ‘-
And what wés the medium of instruction? In What languagé
did.you-teach‘thesé squeéts? -~ I was teéching in English. " |
'And in fact throughout thé whole school, what was the.
medium of instruction? At thé whole school what language was
used to teach éil'the sUbjects?--— At high school? . (30)
Yes. —— Well, the medium of instruction was English,

although/...
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MATIMBA
= glthough in social studies we did it in Afrikaans.
And the teacher who taught social studies in Afrikaans,

was he qualified? —. Well, I would not know,

You do not know.

Did you hear any dlfflcultles expressed ;
by teachers or the students about the use of Afrlkaans as a :

medium language for social studies? —— Well the problem wasg f

not from the part of the teachers, but from the students. - |

Most of them dia not ‘like social studle

As such most of then
failed it.

They did not like ‘social studies? Yes. - (10)
But did they have any objection to belng taught in

- Afrikaans? - Well, T thlnk that was the reason why they did

;
not have interest in the subgect o :

Now we g0 on to paragraph 4. — Durlng the end of 1972

I was elected as a member of the Student Representatiw Council

at the teacher's training college where I was studying. T.

was chalrman of the cultural commlttee My functlons were tn

organise concerts,

film shows ang other concerts and also to

encourage students to write books in Sotho To my knowledge

there was no polltlcal 1nvolvement in any way

at this (20)
college

The only person whom I know is Zacharia Nteo. He

studled at the same college and 1s teachlng at Orlando North
' Secondary School at present o

Now for the next few pages you deal W1th your polltlcal

1nvolvement

You became 1nvolved polltlcally._—- Yes.

Now I anm not g01ng to read all that I am Just 501ng to

plck out one or two p01nts and You can follow me, so that we

can get on to the next subject. At the bottom of page 1 you

say: I knew Aubrey Mokoena well because he was my Sunday School

teacher at the A M E. Church in’ Orl

ando West. What is the (30)
AM.E. Church?

-~ The Afrlcan Methodist Eplscopal Church,
_I/-oo
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fubrey Mokoena was

studying at Turfloop

l

MATIMBA.

University and that he was expelled from it. You knew thet?
~- Yes. | _ _

We leave out now paragraphs 6, 7 and we go to paragraph-8,
the first four lines. During July, 1974, will you read out -
please? -- During July, 1974, I went to another SASO conference i
held at Wilgespruit, Roodepoort. This was the yearly conference |
cf BASO. The meeting did not take place at Hammanskraal

because the place was booked for something else. During this §

deals- w1th 'other act1v1t1e Would you be

so kind as t

0

conference the following subjects were in'discussion. (10) |
nght now, we will not worry about the subjects. Can we

say that it all had a political flavour? —- Yes
We rule out pages 3 and 4, except for mragraph 14, which

read that?

Let us put it this way:

you became completely

politically involved in SASO and other similarp movements., —- Yes.:

Right.

Now we deal with your other activities, paragraph

14,

- At the end of 1975 I -attended the first of three CORD

meetlngs ~ that is 'Charge or Release Detainees'.

‘That is right.

CORD actually was.

~— "I was told by Aubrey Mokoena what

He was the one to 1nv1te me

(20)

to the CORD

meetin?;

I remember W1nn1e Mandela and Rev. Tutu as speakers

durlng this meetlng.

W1nn1e Mandela spoke about her detentlon,

her solltary conflnement and’ house arrest These were not

meetings for dlscuss10ns but prayers. -The second CORD meetlngf'

‘I attended wasg on the 25th,December, 1975. The main speaker

to this meetlng was Reverend Tshenkeng. He spoke about the

rellglon of the Black man. The thlrdemeeting which I attended

was during May, 1976, at my church, the A.M.E. Chureheat

Orlando West. The main speaker to this meeting was Dr (30)

He spoke on the resurrection of Christ and

brought/...

Manas Buthelezi.
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brought it into comparison with that of the Black man of
today, namely the struggle of the Black man. The following
people used to attend these meetings: Mr Aubrey Mokoena,
Tom Manthata, Westa Smith, Jairus Kgokong, Baba Jordaan, Mrs
Winnie Mandela, Reverend Tutu, Dr Manas Buthelezi, Tebello
Motapanyane and others.’ These are the main people I know.
T would like to say that it was mainly prayer meetings. I
cannot Trecall anything of a political nature being said or
done at these CORD meetings. T remember that the names of
all the detainees were mad out at the meeting. ' (10)
Right, paragraph 15, page 5. — 1 attended a national day
of prayer. It was neld at Regina Mundi Catholrc.Church in
Moroka. Approximately 300 people attended. Aubrey Mokoena
was the master of ceremonies. The service was conducted by
Reverend‘Tutu. Reverend Tutu was the main speaker. This I
think took place during the middle of the first term of 1976.
' Mow this Reverend Tutu who is he? -— He was the dean"of
the Anglican Church in Johannesburg. |
Finally, paragraph 16. —- This_was the only activities
that T took part in. Apart from what I have stated thus (20)
far, I was also the secretary of the local AJI.E. Church at
- Orlando. West from the beglnnlng of 1976. I am a religious’
man and usually attend.- church on Sundays. | | |
Now we come to your act1V1t1es as a teacher, paragraph 17.
— My activities as a teacher. I never belonged to any teachers
organisation_until Augustg*l976! when I joined'the,Transvaal '
United African'Teaohers'fAssociation - abbreviated towards -.:
I think there is a mistake there. This T aid after I was |
encouraged by my school pr1n01pal Mz J. Maseko. It was a
totally teachers' organisation. Accordlng to my ‘knowledge (30)
this teachers' organisation did not take part in politics. I

attended/...
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attended one of TUATA's meetings which was held at Milner

Tark Holiday Imnn, during August, 1976. The following people
attended this meeting: Mr Simelela who was the chairman.
He is actually the district president. ﬁr Mehlape - vice-
chairman. | |

Mr Simelela wvas chairman of the Neadowlands High School.
Is that right? ~- He is.the principal.

Right. —~— Mr Mehlape, the vice-chairman -~ the principal
of Diepkloof High School; Hr.Maseko Qas the finance chairman
~ Selelekela Secondary Schocl; Mr Taunyane, the provin- (10)
cial president; Mr Clamlenze, the secretary of ATASA - this
is the African Teachere Associetion; Mrs Makhene, a lady
teacher at Selelekela Secondary School; Miss Lerutoane from
Phonofelo Lower Primary School, etc. The main speakers were
Mr Simelela, who "‘gave the.prcsidential address. He said that
the riots were something in the past and that the teachers must

not be discouraged about this, but they should go back and

encourage the students to go back to school and continue their
studies. Other main speakers were l'rofessor Lekhele.from'
Turfloop, who spoke on "Education for a Globkal Lommunlty " (20)
He said that he dld not belleve in ‘global education or unlversal
educatlon,,ao syllabuses w111 always. differ according to the

. needs»of every community. He said that he w1shed that the

time ‘will. come uhen Black educatlonlstg w1ll be given a chance o

to work on thelr own” syllabuu to su1t themoelves and not as”
-prescrlbed.by the Bantu Education.«:ﬁhother main speaker was
Mthitje,:an attorney. He.Spoke'on the Afrikaans issue and
said that it was wrong toforcealanguagc on pcople which they

dld not vant. A 'hlte educationist whose name I cannot remember,

also addresged the conference. There wvere several other (30)
speakers. This conference lasted for two days. ifter
this/...
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this confererce there was a repert back meeting, which I did
not attend. rccording to wmy knowledge there was no further
TUATA meetinags until my detention. The main topic at the
-above mentioned conference was Global BEducation.

Mow who was this white educationist, —--.1t is Mr Auerbach.

Mow we come to the Afrikaans issue, paragraph 18. --
The Aftikaans issue: 1 started teaching in 1274 and since
then there was this cuestion on Afrikaans. I was teaching
mathematics in Afrikéans. It was then already cleaf to me
thét the students did not like to be taudht in Afrikasns, (1¢)
although they accepted it aud did nothing-positivcly in opposing
ite I tauaht for one and a half years at the first 'school,
thereafter I left for uelelebcla Secondary School and found
that they werc'teaching only in tnglish. There was no problem
on the Afrikaans issue.

There was no problem on the ~frikaans issuc. —-- I‘lost
contact with the Afrikaans prcblem when coming to :this school.
From the-middle of 1975 until the first cuarter of 1276 the
issuevof Afrikaans being eﬁforced as- @ medium Qf.instruction
in Soweto schools never came'to.my minc. To my knowledge (20)
there was nothlng 901ng on about this Afrlkaons issue. Maybe
because I was at that- staqc not 01rect1y 1nvolved in the

' Afrikaans 1ssue..‘

: wOuld you contlnue please° - Durlng Aprll/Hay, 1976 I

read in -the newspapcrs that the students from certaln "schools
in: Soweto were boycottlng classes, because Afrlkaans was
enforced as a medium of 1nstructlon. The boycottlng of classes
by school studcnts came as a surprlse to me. I knew of the

AfrlPaans issue and. that the students dlsllked lt but I_hever

thouoht that it would escalate into the boycottlng of (305‘

classes. This issue was also discussed informally in

our/ ...
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cur staffroom at the school by the teachers. tte took no steps
reg arding thic issue. Ve as teachers at wmy school did.not sec
the staying away from classes by the students as a real problem
at that stagc, but thought that the students would break down
anc again attend classes. To the cohtrary more and more
students stayed away. from classes. lioere nchoels got involved.

" MNow as far as your school was concerned, the use of

,frikaans as a medium of instruction, was not an issue at your

school. —-- It was not.

ind the first you heard ebout it, when you read of - (10)
it in the newspapers..—— Later, yes. ‘ |
CHAIKMAN: t"hen you read abcut it at other schools. —— Yes, 1

was reading in the newspaper about other schools.
And the people were having strikes at other schools because
of this. —-- Yes. HNo, the students were hoycotting classes

becausc of afrikaans.

Yes, they werc striking, they were boycotting..—— Yes.
Fecause of the language medium. -- YCS.
DK YUTAR: ‘e now come to the Sovieto riots and we read from
'ﬁaragraph 50. —— The Soweto riots: 1 saw the hfrihaans ' (20)

issue. as belng nulte a develop:nc problem at that otace, because

more and more students’ were staying auay from classes. Durln

. the first veek of June, 1976, I was told by 1ebello Hotapanyane,-

whom I knew; that SASM was to have a student meetlng_on Sunday,

13th June, 1976 at the DOCC Centre.- He told me then that S

they were to dloCUSS the Afrikaans issue, whlch also lncluded
the ataylng away from’ claaseg by students. I was not 1nv1ted
to thlu'meetlng.

Fleeée continue. —- AfterAthe meeting‘held by SASM on_the’
l’th June, 1976, I met.Tebcllo'Hotapanyane at the church. (505
He used to attend the act1v1tlcg at the sahe church where I

did/...







