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The House Cormittee on unAmerican Activitiss b % libereted "

as

some 200 men and women from the motion picture industry of Hollywood

and almost an equal number from the various communications industries

in New York., Many of these men and women have perticipated in these N
industries for a quarter of a certury aad some have been rewérded to the
extent of eernings of two hundred thousand dollars ( §200,000.,) a yeer,

so valuable have they been to their employers.

That they are unfble to work in the mass media of cormiinlced

ticns
is not necessarily tragic for them - some can stlll create £gainst a
smeller backdrop, none will perish of stervetion. But for the ‘merican
people the forcible excision of elmost 400 demoeratically-mindsl ertists
mey well be traglc, for 1f is meant thet this large ares be filled by
oy

.an opposite ruallity of content and intent.

The extraordinary historic phenomonon which is ushered into our
contemporary scene by this situationyunicue in the world of this moment,
is thet thess artists, fer from being embittered or defeated by tThis
action, have instead formed themselves into various independent produclng
units for independent cormunication. One of these is INDEPENDENT FROLUC-
TIQLS CORPORATION. ( :

This company,under the Presidency of Simon Lazarus, an exhibitor, -
who owns and operated four motion picture theatres in Los Angeles, and
with the active participation of Herbert Bibermen, Adrian Scott and Paul
Jarrico, blacklisted artists of Hollywood, and Mr. Charles Katd attornsey
of the city of Los Angeles and long-time participaent in the legel aspects
of“motion picture production,has underteken to produce motion pictures
of en indeprendent ¢ heracter and produced by the blacklisteld artists.

This compeny has access to a body of artists no motion picture com-
peny could afford to employ - and because of the world standing of these
ertists and the honest,realistic,entertaimment they meen to produve, has
eccess t0 a world audience perhaps not even available to the motion pic-
ture nonopolye.

This company will produce feature length,entertsinment films,
written by such writers as Dalton Trumbo, prcoduced by such prodicers as
Adrian Scott, directed by such directors as Eerbert Bibermen end ected
in by sueh artists as Howerd DeSilve, Gale Sondergeard ( Academy Award
Winner ) for under $I00,000. which is only little more than the salary
of Dalton Trumbo under his Metro Goldwyn layer contract.

Pictures can be made by this compeny at this unheard of minimal
cost because, with the exception of §2000.(which mey be paid to the
writers if it is deemed necessary because of the uninterruptedly long
periods necessary for the completion of a screenpley in final form
none of the ‘artists will receive & single penny of compensation for
their work until the entire sum of money borrowed for the production

of the film hes been repaid plus interest at the rete of I0% per annum,
for a period of not to exceed two (2) years.

Once the cost of the picture has been repaid with interest, then
the artists, whose confidence in these pictures has caused them ©O forego



eny remuneration will receive 50% of the ensuing earnings of the
company e

Even this extremely low cost 1s protected by the great interest
meny Buropean countries have expressed in these films = single coun-
tries exclusive of western Burope capable of paying §20,000., for the
right to exhibit such fllms in their individual country. This means
“that it might be possible for this company to retrieve the negative cost
of its films from the world exclusive of western Burope and the english-

speasking world, which exhibition area might be their's at no cost what-
SO=evers -

The tremendous success of Delton Trumbo's play " The Biggest
Thief in Town " in London during thils past summer and fall, the elevating
of his neme to an above-the-{itle position because his name was an asttrac-
tion in England, the sale of his play for production in Denmark, Itely
and Africa south of the eguator, onlyemphasizes the drawing power of
such men as he = who = to quote one of the reviews of his play = was

not merely & defender of imerican liberty but the author of the fugnies
play in Londone.

But beyond the matter of personal ™ charm " and " box office "
there is the more fundemental matter of the kind of magerial this com-
pany will produce. To guote an important english film exhibitor who was
asked 1f he would exhibit the work of blacklisted men who intended %o
produce honest, realistic,c..s What is often called controversial eoee.
£film 3 " Oh, you ere blacklisted in the United States but not in Greet
Britain, you know, oe.. and we would welcome good hard-hitting American
pictures from America which kind of picture we don't get from America
these days, you know., ® -

This company intends to put a new kind of American hero and
heroine upon the screen = people involved in pursiit of good,satisfying
democratic living, capable of fighting to get it, and of resisting evil
f8rces, believing in and making decency appetizing and contagieus, not
only for themselves but for people like them all over the entire globe.
That is why these pictures, coming from the America of today, of all
places, will, must  have tremendous attractiveness to the people of the
entire worlde .

4And especially to the people of America, so long starved for
presentetion of appetizing decency oseo S0 fed up with the violence and
brutelity and sated lurid sex stuff which has become for them an elmost
exclusive diete : :

Nor will this company entrust its product to the normel distri-
buting companiese They would not handle this product, but it will also
not be entrusted to Aoy counterpart in the distribution world. This
company will merchandize its own product in the United States, at least
in the early stages. It will, in all probability, rent and operate
theatres off the-big—city-Broadweys, where rents are cheap and theebess
are aveilable because so many of them are closed, and from which it will
receive not 50% of the revenue ( the other 50% going to the distributing

compenies ) but I00% of the revenue from the box—office.



But before the picture product of this compeany opens in any
community, it will be preceeded by weeks of the most intensive exploita=-
tion w ork and promotion among the inhabitants of that town = using the
techniques and orgenizations available to this compeny end to its kind
of product.

Little is known today of the comparative earning power of the
'small Art theatres and independent theares playing internstionel product,
films from Bngland, France, Italy end the occasional superior American
films, as contrasted with the eernings of the big chain theatres. an
erticle in the current issue of Nation's Business states that the Art
theatres alone &re making money on & week to week basise Illustrations
of this are easy to find

"Kontiki,* +the documentary film, which was refused by every
mejor metlon picture company, and bought by Sol Lesser for $25,000.
to which he adde& another $I5,000. for music and narretion etc. had,
by September Ist I95I, grossed over a million dollers ($I,000,000.)
without having left the Art and independent theatres., Now'lt is displac=
ing many major 4 pictures, and outgrossing them. ’

Mr. Cherles Katz, of this company, purchased the Los Angeles
rights to "™ The Miracle " picture banned by the Catholic Church - and
exhibited it with little advertising in a small theatre miles off the
mein thorofares of Hollywood and Los Angeles and did so well there that
Fox bought it from him for its regular rune. :

- The fact of the matter is that our Americen audiences are turning
away from the sodden,repetitious,unappetizing and brutalizing product
of the monopoly and are turning toward more decent end honest and honor-

able producte And they are rewarding such product with lerger patronege
then the former.

With a world to play to, and a vast America turning toward just
the sort of communication this company means to manufacture for its
pleasure and edification, an expenditure of less than $I00,000. is a
small investment indeed. It is to the interest of the artists to meke
the cost of each picture as smell as possitle for it means that their

- own participation will begin all the sooner. But they also know that
the low expenditure must not sacrifice quality of enterteimment and
their skills are being engaged to achleve a combination of. both for they
have nothing to gain from a loss of either.

Obviously, these artists and this company, are not interssted
in meking only & single picture. There are hundreds of artists who must
be provided with an opportunity t werk in their media = this company
cannot rest content until it is meking ten pictures per year. This 1S
not possible unless their pictures meke money. This project cannot sur-
vive except on the basis of profitableness. None of the indivi&uals.who
at the beginning are devoting &s much as two years without any possible
compensation ( some have alresady been working on this project for eight

months ) cean prosper unless these pictures meke money. It is this fat

-




expylains the hard,precticel basis upon which this company is founded and
the hard,realistic approach it tekes to producing films with only the bare
essentiels of expenditure paid for in cash.

b

This compeny means to demonstrate that theqhappy accident of
" liberating ® hundreds of artists in the film industry, can be turned by
the American people to thsir own great adventage oooee for these artists
skilled in mess communication are going to crack open the channels of
the greatest medium of mass communication, the motion picture, and meke
it availeble 49 content to promote the best traditions of raclel,socieal,
economic and political equality in our country. Films can give people new
mentel vision, new conversation, new emotionel drivesy good and sober and
honest and happy ones. IT CAll ALSO EXPOSE CORRUPTION aAND EVIL AND INVEIGH
AGATIST IT BNTERTAININGLY AND WITH GREAT IMPACT. This our films will also
do - but always in the most basically proven technivues of story films
which eare based in their ebility to entertaln and move esudiences devcted
t¢ this medium. '

These fllms can accomplish very great objectives in an inter-
nstionel relations sense sse0 they can become an authentic voice of aAmer-
ic2 cees Dresenting a truthful picture of Americe oce..o and fostering
& nost realistic relation to our country by the people of the world. This.
will benefit Americe much more than the films of decadence;and opulence
which the audiences of the world are having forced down tkheir throats by
our monopoly siezure of their theatres ... and which misrepresent our
country osee by meking it seem both better and worse then it is.

The artists in this company feel they have spent 25 years in

telent and experience at the service of & new,sound,democratic culture
which will meke its way because it is devoted to peorle and not because
it is devoted to making money out of people - at no matter what cost to
the people themselvese

The first plecture is now ready - end should be before the canera
within six weeks to two monthse It will be mede in Mexico = for reasons
of economye. 1t is @& story of how a mother hed her two children torn from
her by e husband who deserted them when they were infants, because Le
discovered ten years later that she had brought up her childrsz To play
with Negro childreno A story of the menner in which prejudice - in this
era of fear and hysteria - punishes a mother for her devotion to brother=
hood&, and rewards a recist father by giving him children he deserted and
now intends to convert to raclsme

This picture is not a picture.of mournful numbers cooe it is &
dynamic picture for it revolves around a womsn who cznnot be bribed into
denying brotherhood oscoo Who cannot be dissuaded by any show of power
into ceasing to £ ight intolerence ocseo and who in her moment of greatest
loss is strongest oocs. and most powerful because of the allies who gather
to correct the brutal injustice rising out of this disjointed times

This picture will be developed in crisp, uneditorielized, simple
emotional terms, It will meke & new starccce. an American mother who will
not surrender her children to unfmericeanism sce..o. £fOr any reason whatso=-
ever. In a certvain way, this picture is a kind of modern Uncle Tom's Cabine
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ruis picture will be followed by a warm, gey, emusing love Sto;ég. ?
told of lMexicen-Americans. A psople!s love story which rises out of a %
great struggle of simple women - whe have lived in elmost feudal relationg
with thelr husbands - and who, in a strike situeation, in which they are ¥
catapulted into leadership, rise to sexuel and sociel enuality in a
matter of weekse. This is humor based on growth coce. this is powerful,
grim,background mede gay and heart- warming by discovering the upsurge o-2
women as they begin to feel their oa2ts ocooo and find themselves growing
attrective to their men =s they rise to.full personel dignity and contri-
butione sese given new strength toc face the hard battles shead,equellye

This ‘productionwill be followed by & third picture = the most
ambitious - made in closest assocliation with trade unionists - on the
peril which feces honest trade unionists today when they raise their
voices and their unions againgt the mounting sell-out of lsbor in Americsa
todaye. This will be made as a powerful,shocking expose of the direction
our country is taking = not only in respsct to our own workers, but in
relation to the working people of a large part of the world. This will
be a picture with en audience of truly tremendous proportion in the entire
world, for it will be an incisive picture of Americe today - told by
American blacklisted artists - wiorking for esuthenticity and historic exect-
ness with the most informed American democratic trede unionistses

|

When these three pictures heve been made and are circulating in
our world =-- they will have more influence upon the produet of our Aner-’
ican mass communications industries than ever did the 400 blacklisted
people have when they were in those industries. Such influence is & most
nscessary part of the emergence of -any honest culbtural product from our
land today eee. Without which the people will not know each other cceo
will not know their own heroes oose Will not know the dangers vihich beset
them sees Will not know thelr strength eece Will mot be able to solve
their problems for they will still not know them.

This company meens to turn misfortune into glad tidings. This
compeny faces toward preactical,business-like,modest but powerful achiev=-
nent in entertaeining millions of Americans and their friends arcund the
worlde. The people of the entire world will not,it seems reasonable to

believe, a@llow such self-sacriificing and self-interested undertekings %o
failo




Typescript outline of plans for Independent Productions Corporation, c. May 1952.
Courtesy Adrian Scott Papers, American Heritage Center, University of Wyoming-Laramie.



